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CHAPTER l 
INTRODUCTION 
Rationale.- No other single factor has been more disturbing to the 
total educational program than that of irregularity in school attendance 
which seems to stem from the fact that the individual has lost the aspira-
tion to improve himself. Without this urge and desire young people become 
frustrated and take the way of least resistance. Young men of the draft age 
are influenced by the general enlistment "fever," the future thus becomes 
uncertain for them, and their first impression is to attend school with 
irregularity which ultimately leads to a complete drop out of school. St. 
Francis of Assisi when asked, while hoeing his garden, what he would do if 
he had only a few hours to live, answered that he would finish hoeing his 
l garden. This classic reply expresses the steadiness of out-look which 
American high school students need today. Teachers must give them that 
out-look. 
During the Extraordinary Session of the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi2 in 1953, a State educational and finance committee was created 
by House Bill No. 2,. It was the duty of this eommissio.n to administer and 
execute the act to provide a program of State aid for the construction of 
school facilities. It was determined that the State should make an annual 
1 
L. M. Thurston, "Encourage Them to Stay in School," National Eciuca-
tional Association Journal, XXXX (November, 1951), 572-3. 
2 
Mississippi Executive Department, "General Laws of the State of 
Mississippi" (Jackson, Mississippi, 1953). 
1 
2 
contribution, or grant of twelve dollars ($12.00) for each child in average 
daily attendance in the public school of Mississippi. In the 1954 session 
of the Legislature the act was ammended to read fifteen dollars ($15.00) 
for each Negro child in average daily attendance as State aid for construction 
of school facilities. 
This act should be an incentive for teachers and administrators to pro-
vide a wholesome school environment for the irregular attending students 
which not only creates an atmosphere for educational progress, but bring to 
the school the maximum amount of funds for much needed school construction. 
Statement of Problem.- The problem involved in this study was to 
ascertain the causes for irregular attendance as indicated by the students 
enrolled in the two high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi for the 
school year 1955-56 for the purpose of offering recommendations and suggestions 
for reducing the number of absences in the two schools studied. 
Purpose of the Study.- The major purpose of this study was to determine 
the extent of stu.d1nt attendance in the two high schools of Wilkinson County, 
Mississippi, for the school year 1955-56. The specific purposes of this 
study are as follows: 
l. To determine the enrollment by sex, age, and grade of the students 
enrolled in the two high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi 
for the schpol- term 1955-56. 
2. To determine the per cent of school attendance according to sex, 
age, and grade of the students enrolled in the two high schools 
of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56. 
3. To determine the average daily attendance of students enrolled in 
the two high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi for the term 
1955-56. 
3 
4. To determine the reasons given for non-attendance at school accord-
ing to sex, age, and grade. 
5. To determine the extent to which size of family is associated with 
school attendance. 
6. To determine the extent to which the socio-economic status of 
families is associated with school attendance. 
1. To determine the extent to which there is a difference in the 
regularity of school attendance between students with farming and 
non-farming families. 
8. To formulate whatever significant implications for educational 
theory and practice that may stem from this subject. 
Definition of Terms.-- The significant terms as used in this study 
are defined below: 
1. The term, 11per cent of attendance," as used in this study, refers 
to aggregate days attended divided by aggregate days enrolled in 
1 school. 
2. The term, "average daily attendance," refers to aggregate days 
2 attended divided by the number of days school was in session. 
3. The term, "socio-economic status," as used in this study refers 
to the status of an individual in the community according to his 
social and economic achievement.3 
4. The term, "regularity in attendance," as used in this study refers 
to those students who have not been absent from school three days 
1 
Walters. Monroe, Encyclopedia o:f F.ducational Research {New York, 





in succession, nor five days during any one month. 
5. The term, "irregularity in attendance," refers to those students 
who have been absent from school on three successive days, or 
five days during acy one month. 
Period of Study.-- This study was conducted in the two high schools 
of Wilkinson County, Mississippi during the 1955-56 school term. 
Locale of Study.- This study was conducted in the two high schools 
of Wilkinson County, .Mississippi just fifteen miles apart. One school, 
The Johnson High, is located in Woodville, Mississippi near the center of 
the county. It has an enrollment of 804 students teaching grades 1-12. 
There are 18 teachers ten of whom have college degrees and one with a 
master's degree. The others have from two to three years of college work. 
There are eight teachers doing high school work, the others are elementary 
teachers. 
The Finch Line High School is located in Centreville, Mississippi on 
the southeast boundary line of the county. It has an enrollment of 617 
students, teaching grades 1-12. There are 17 teachers in this school, 
eight of whom llave college degrees and one with a master's degree. The 
others have from 2 to 3 years of college work. There are eight teachers 
doing high school work with nine in the elementary school. 
Wilkinson County is located in the southwest section of the State of 
Mississippi with a population of 14,116 according to the 1950 Federal 
Census. 30.9 per cent of the population is white and 69.1 per cent Negro. 
50.1 per cent of the people are classified as rural farm. 
Method of Research.-- The Descriptive-Surv-ey Method of research, em-
ploying the techniques of the questionnaire, interview, gfficial records 
of the two schools and those from the office of the Superintendent of 
5 
Education,was used to collect the data necessary to this study. 
Subject.- The subjects involved in this study were all the students, 
parents of the students, and teachers employed in the two Negro high schools 
of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56. 
Materials.- The instruments used in collecting the necessary data per-
tinent to this research were as follows: 
l. A questionnaire specifically designed to collect data pertinent to 
the socio-economic_background of the students and their parents 
and the reasons for non~attendance in school. 
2. Registers and cummulative records of the teachers in the two high 
schools. 
J. Interview with teachers, and parents who failed to respond to 
the questionnaires and wherever indicated by the needs of this 
study. 
4. Official records from the office of the County Superintendent of 
Education. 
Procedure.-- The data pertinent to this study was assembled, analyzed, 
interpreted and presented as follows: 
l. The related literature pertinent to this study was reviewed. 
2. A questionnaire specifically designed to collect the basic data 
for this resea,l!ch was constructed an:i validated upper supervision 
of faculty members of the School of Education, Atlanta University, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
J. Conferences were held with teachers so that the necessary data 
might be Qbtained with efficiency. 
4. The questionnaires were distributed to the teachers of tm two 
Negro high schools in the early part of the first semester of 
1955-56. The teachers in turn distributed them to students of 
their respective home room to carry home to parents. 
5. Within the period of a week a large number of the questionnaires 
had been returned. The questionnaires were then collected from 
the teachers of each of the two school.a, and as often as they came 
which took about one month. 
6 
6. Interviews were conducted with parents who failed to respond to the 
questionnaires and wherever indicated by the needs of this study. 
7. The official records of the two high schools of Wilkinson County 
which included teacher's registers, cummulative records and those 
from the files of the County Superintendent of Education were used 
to gain basic data concerned with the stuients in attendance during 
the school year, 1955-56. 
8. The data as given on the questionnaires as well as additional data 
from the reports and records of teachers and the files of the 
County Superintendent of Education were organized under proper 
captions am. presented in appropriate tables and expository form. 
9. The findings, implications, conclusions and recommendations were 
derived from tm analysis and interpretation of data. 
Related Literature.-- A review of literature pertinent to this thesis 
revealed that the various authors who have written on this subject are 
unanimous in their opinions concerning tm basic causes for the irregularity 
of school attendance. They also agree that it is a problem that calls for 
the ful~ cooperation of the teachers, the administrators, the parents and 
the community. Englehart1 states: 
1 
Fred Englehart, Public School Organization and Administration (New 
York, 1931) 
7 
It is a philosophy of certain groups that the parents have a 
right to the economic services of his children. Service of the child 
desired or needed in the family support has been among the important 
and significant reasons for irregularity of school attendance. The 
retention of children at home to help because of illness in the family 
is another major excuses for absences. Investigation of cases shows 
that even where poverty exist in the home, the conditions are generally 
not to warrant the absence of children from school. 
The right of the parents to exploit the child, unintentionally or 
otherwise in behalf or·'tbe faaily has been questioned by many. It is 
doubtful whether a parent can justify this practice in view of modern 
social or economic principles. Fundamentally it is unsound to expect 
other than the unusual child to develop his own life fully if he is 
required during childhood to leave school in order to support the 
family. Children should be protected from such misfortune and from 
such responsibilities. Society must develop a plan through which 
each generation shall endeavor to carry its own economic burden. 
Ruth M. Harper1 suggests the following steps be taken in order to re-
duce attendance problems: 
l. Place students in grades with others of their same age. 
2. Select teachers with pleasing personalities. 
J. Make previsions for individual differences. 
4. Provide for remedial instruction. 
5. Place more emphasis on the health program in the school. 
6. Make provision for a school cummunity recreational program. 
7. Provide for a school cafeteria where undernourished children 
are given free lunches. 
8. Encourage more participation in activities and organizations 
in the school. 
9. Provide for parent education through discussions on the view 
of the total program in the school. 
otto2 supports this point of view, that frequently the cause of truancy 
rests primarily within the school itself. He points out that teachers and 
1 
Ruth M. Harper "A Comparative Study of Intelligence and Personality 
Traits of Pupils who'attend School Reg~arly with Those.who Attend Irregula~i-
ty in The Bush Mountain School," Unpublished M.A. thesis, School of Education, 
Atlanta University, 1950. 
2 
Henry J. otto, Elementary School Organization and Administration (New 
York, 1950) 
administrators organize, administer and teach school as of yore. They lose 
patience with the non-conforming students and prefer youth who readily ad-
just themselves to the daily routine of the school. Idiosyncrasies of 
students are not studied, neither is there any attempt made to adjust 
school procedures to the peculiar needs of certain students. 
The Socio-economic pattern which operates in our communities, homes 
and school has its definite effort on the attendance of students in school. 
Anderson, et.al., make this statement on the problem: 
A number of studies have shown that the father's occupation is 
an extremely important factor in determining how long a boy or girl 
will attend high school. Whether a child is born into the home of 
a proprietor, a store manager, a doctor, a coal miner, a waiter, or 
a factory worker determines to a large extent his chances of being 
in line on commencement day. These studies show convincingly that 
the youth from the lower economic brackets do not have equal oppor-
tunity in attending high school. 
In the homes of the lower income group the family members are 
usually many and dollars few. other children are needed at home 
on the farm or begin earning money early to supplement the family 
income.l 
8 
Data assembled on the ~asis of the occupation of parents Qf high 
school seniors revealed that for every 1.4 child of a laborer in the senior 
class there were 17.4 children of the proprietor group. Looked at from 
another angle, for every 2.5 children of high school age at work from the 
proprietor's group there were 16 at work from the labor group. Count con-
cluded that the economic reason was a very pertinent one for youth's 
attendance in the high school. In a very large measure participation in 
the privileges of a secondary education is contingent on social and economic 
status. 2 
1 
Vernon E. Amerson, et.al., Principles and Practices of Secondary 
Education (New York, 1951) 
2 
Georges. Count, The Selective Character of .American Seconda7Yl 
Education (Chicago, 1922), PP• 42-47. 
9 
1 
Schultz reported 26 states out of the 48 which distributed state 
school funds so that atterrlance was taken into account; the sixteen cities 
studied by Schultz were located in thirteen states, eleven of which used 
this method of distriguting state funds. He estimated for Los Angeles that 
an increase in one per cent in attendance would produce $150,000 additional 
state money for the city. When absences begin to mean a material reduction 
in school income from the state, local districts are lijely to become much 
mere interested in providing thase instrumentalities necessary for a pre-
ventive as well as a remedial attack upon problems of school attendance. 
Reavis2 in his attempt to determine what factors have the greatest in-
fluence in school attendance made the following study: 
Reavis used the correlation technique in an attempt to determine those 
factors which have the greatest influence upon school attendance in five 
rural counties of Pennsylvania. He examined more than fifty possible factors 
and concluded that five are important: distance from school, progress of 
the pupil, academic standing of the child in school, type of teachers,and 
kind of community. When these are freed from their interrelations and 
dependence upon each other ••• children living farther from school attend 
fewer days, regardless of progress, quality of work, or kind of teachers. 
In the absence of transportation, distance is the strongest single factor 
. . 
influencing the attendance of country children. 
The school and its workers should study the causew of absences rather 
than consume school time in mere administration of individual cases. A 
1 
J. Lem Schultz, "An Analysis of Present Practices in City Attendance 
Work,• R. Ed. Res. (1939) 
2 
G. H. Reavis, "Factors Controlling Attendance in Rural Schools," 
(No. 108 Teachers College, 1920), P• 69. 
10 
good program of attendance must be administered on the basis of its findings 
of scientific study of the problems of attendance.1 
Moehlman2 states that in the study of membership and attendance on the 
problem of absences in urban and rural districts for the past thirty years, 
illness of the stu:ients and the home account for 60 per cent of all absences. 
Economics and social incapacity of parents or the~cMld, 20 per cent. Mal-
adjustment, 02 per cent. Attendance varies directly by months, by age, and 
by sex, with girls showing a slightly better record. Distance from school 
and the weather is a factor in attendance. Working at home during certain 
months of the year is significant. 
Monroe3 calls attaniion to the change in point of view with respect 
to the chief causes of non-attendance. He points out that this in no 
s ense ignores the fact that many non-attenders were ill, many work, that 
weather is a hindrance, and that poverty is a real cause. What is implied 
by the new point of view is that the commonly stated reasons for non-attendance 
are subservient to basic social and educational conditions which are the real 
causes of non-attendance. 
Douglas4 makes the responsibility for school attendance a problem of 
the school administration to develop a program to keep irregularity in 
school attendance and punctuality at a minimum. He states it in this manner: 
1 
w. c. Reavis, et.al., Administering the Elementary School ( New York, 
1953)! 
2 
A. B. Moehlman, School Administration (Atlanta, 1940) 
3 w. s. Monroe, Encyclopedia of Educational Research ( New York, 1950) 
4 
Harold o. Douglas, Organization and !dministration of Secondary 
Education (Atlanta, 1932). 
11 
Relation of regular attendance to progress of pupils has been established 
by a number of careful studies as being positive and significant. The desira-
bility of punctuality is obvious, and it develops upon the administration of 
a high school to keep deliquency in attendance and in punctuality at a 
minimum, and every principal faces the responsibility. 
Among the studies on the relation of the length of school attendance 
to mental and educational ages is the investigation of Katherine1 Denworth 
who reported on the effect of length of school attendance upon mental and 
educational ages 0f. approximately 2000 students in Manhattan, New York, and 
found that the marked relationship between chronological age and length of 
school attendance indicates that the number of days the subjects have attend-
ed school has been largely conditioned by age. 
Gooden2 found in his research study of the "Causes of Daily Non-
Attendance in the Negro Schools of Three Mississippi Counties," that major 
causes of non-attendance were work and sickness which reflected a problem 
of health and economical conditions in the home. 
Letz3 gives this account of a report from a committee of faculty mem-
bers and deans at Michigan State Normal on the problem of student absences. 
The committee stated that to set a new system of punismment alone would mt 
solve the problem. A continuous program of education will be needed for the 
students, faculty and administrators. The following conclusions were made: 
1. It is the responsibility of the students to attend class and to do 
work of college caliber. 
1 
Katherine Demrorth, National Society for the Study of Education, 
Nature and Nuture: Their Influences U on Achievement Twent -Seventh Year 
Book, Part II (Bloomington, Illinois, 192 , PP• 7-90~ 
2
syndney G. Gooden, "A study of the Causes of Daily Non-Attendance in 
Negro Schools of Three Mississippi Counties," Unpublished M.A. thesis,School 
of Education, Atlanta University, 1939. 
3J. F. Letz, "The Problem of Student Absences," Peabody Journal of 
Education, No. 5. (March, 1954), 291-5. 
12 
2. It is the responsibility of the instructors to do effective teach-
ing. 
3. It is the responsibility of the administration to help make 
effective teaching possible and to enforce regulations. 
S}udies have revealed that the health of the child plays an important 
role in his attendance at school, esp~cially is thl.s true among children of 
the lower elementary grades. The findings by School Health Research are 
stated as follows: 
The National Committee for School Health Research of the Canadian 
&iucation Association made a study of absenteeism of 15,323 pupils from 
grade l through grade 11 which covered one complete school year. 
1. That fifty per cent of days lost for medical causes among 
urban and rural pupils was due to upper respiratory infections. 
2. The rate of absences from medical causes did not vary between 
urban and rural children. 
J. Absences because of communicable diseases were less among 
urban pupils. 
4. Young students, six to nine years of age, had more one day 
absences than older pupils over 13 years of age. 
5. Students six to nine experience more absences of one week 
or longer than older students. 
6. Absences increased steadily from September to March and then 
receded abruptly to June.l 
J. L. Fieser2 indicated that pupils of foreign born and poorly educated 
parents are more irregular in school attendance than children of well educa-
ted .American born parents. 
Butler3 presented data which indicated that secondary school students 
who receive high marks are absent less frequently than students who re-
1 
!. B. Moehlam, School Administration, pp. 189-95. 
2J. L. Feiser, 11The Attendance Officer as An Interpreter of Non-
Attendance," &iucational Review, Vol. 43 (April, 1941), P• 80. 
3charles H. Butler, "Relation of Achievement and Attendance in one 
High School," School Review, XIIV (1936), PP• 288-290. 
13 
ceive low marks. 
Jones and McLaurin1 in a study on school attendance in Coahoma County, 
Mississippi and Madison County, Alabama found that attitudes on the part 
of parents and white landowners with respect to school attendance of rural 
children have changed considerably between 1930-1950. The report shows 
that parents no longer keep their children out of school during time to 
harvest crops. Another significant point was emphasized namely: that en-
rollment and average daily attendance of Negro students have kept pace with 
the enrollment and average daily attendance of white stu::lents. 
Mullins2 takes an entirely different view of the matter. He states 
that school attendance is determined chiefly by conditions under which a 
student lives rather than the state of his health. It is influenced by his 
total way of life. His interest, abilities, needs and values, and family 
social and financial setting are involved in the decision to attend or not 
to attend school. 
Otto> found in a study that ten per cent of the total number of students 
enrolled in city elementary schools alone are absent each day. He states 
further that if teachers understood the home conditions and cooperate with 
the home in securing regular and willing attendance, develop the proper 
attitude toward her pupils and wholesome attitudes among them, the students 
will maintain a better rate of attendame in school. It is the teacher 
who exerts a potent influence in determining the environment and activities 
l 
B. F. McLaurin and L. W. Jones, "Machine in the Cotton Fields: Children 
in School," School and Society (October, 1951), 217-19. 
2 
M. M. Mullin, "Personal and Situational Factors Associated With 
School Attendance," Personal and Guidance Journal, XXXI (April, 1955) 438-43. 
3 
Henry J. otto, Elementary School Organization and Administration 
(New York, 1950), PP• 165-78. 
14 
of children while they are in school, and she is held responsible for apply-
ing educational procedures which will prevent maladjustaent, truancy, and 
behavior problems. 
Dr. Owing1 of Mississppi Southern College found in a survey of Wilkinson 
County that the median education for persons 25 years or older in the 
county is 6.1 years compared with the state average of 8.1 :- years. The 
study further revealed that the average daily attendance for white students 
in 1958-54 shows a gain while the average daily attendance for Negro students 
for the same periods shows a lost of 329. students. The average daily 
attendance for white was 742 and for Negro 2781. 
Summary of Literature.-- A review of the related literature pertinent 
to this research is here summarized under four aatagories (a) Attitudes 
regarding school attendance, (b) Influences on school attendance, (c) Theorias 
and research on school attendance, and (d) Causes for non-attendance in 
school. 
Attitudes Regarding School Attendance.-- Englehart states that it is 
the philosophy of certain groups that the parents have a right to the 
economic services of the child. 
Jones and McLaurin found in a study on school attendance, that the 
attitudes of parents and white landowners with respect to school attendance 
of rural children have changed considerably between 1930-1950. 
Otto states that if teachers developed the proper attitude toward her 
pupils and a wholesome attitude among them, the student will maintain a 
better rate of attendance. 
l 
R. s. Owing, "School Survey Wilkinson County, Mississippi," Mississippi 
Southern College, (Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 1956), P• 3. 
15 
Influences on School Attendance.-- Anderson points out that the socio-
economic pattern which operates in our communities has its definite effect 
on the attendance of students in school. 
Reavis determined from a study that five factors influence school 
attendance: distance from school, progress of pupil, academic standing of 
the child in school, types of teachers, and kind of community. 
Mullin states that school attendance is influenced by the total way of 
life of t he students. 
Theories and Research.- Otto found that 10 per cent of stu:ients en-
rolled in city elementary schools alone are absent each day. 
Fieser found that pupils of foreign born and poorly educated parents 
are more irregular in school attendance than children of well educated 
American parents. 
Health has been found to be a factor in school attendance. 
Causes for non-attendance.-- Otto says frequently the causes for non-
attendance.is the school itself. 
Anderson states that the father's occupation is an extremely important 
factor determining the child's attendance in school. 
Moehlam states that illness of the students and the home account for 
60 per cent of all absences. 
Gooden found in his research that work and sickness were the three 
major causes of non-attendance in school. 
CHAPTER II 
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
Introductory Statement.- In this chapter the data on the students and 
their atteniance in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, 
Mississippi for the school year 1955-56, will be presented and analyzed as 
follows: (1) Reasons for non-atterrlance, (2) Size of family, ( 3) Occupa-
tion of parents, {4) Salary of parents, (5) Education of parents, an:i 
(6) Domicilliary status of parents. 
Enrollment in the Two Negro High Schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 
1955-56.- The data on the enrollment in the two Negro high schools of 
Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56 are presented in Table 1, page 17,. 
Boys.-- The enrollment of boys in the two Negro high schools ranged 
from a low of 27 or 4.1 per cent in the twelfth grade to a high of 69 or 
10.5 per cent in the sixth grade, with a mean enrol lment of 54.75 and a 
median enrollment of 62.5. 
Girls.-- The enrollment of girls in the two Negro high schools ranged 
from a low of 35 or 4.6 per cent in the twelfth grade to a high of 104 or 
13.6 per cent in the ninth grade, with a mean enrollment of 63.66 and a 
median enrollment of 68.o,. 
The total enrollment in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low 
of 62 or 4.4 per cent in the twelfth grade to a high of 188 or 13.00 per 
cent in the ninth grade with a mean enrollment of 118.40 and a median en-



















DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT IN THE 'IWO HIGH 
SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Boys Girls 
Number Per Cent Nnmher Per Cent Number 
63 9.6 13 9.6 136 
43 6.6 54 1.0 91 
68 10.2 68 8.9 136 
63 9.6 83 10.9 146 
46 1.0 So 6.5 96 
69 10.5 44 5.8 113 
52 1.9 65 8.5 117 
31 5.7 46 6.o 83 
84 12.8 104 13.6 188 
64 9.7 83 10.9 147 
41 6.3 59 1.1 100 
27 4.1 35 4.6 62 
657 100.0 764 100.0 1421 
Total 
54. 75 6J.66 118.40 















There was not any consistent pattern of increases or decreases in the 
enrollments of these two high schools in Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 






















DISTRIBUTION OF THE MIES OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN 
TWO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Boys Girls 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number 
55 8.2 65 8.5 120 
50 1.8 58 1.6 108 
40 6.1 23 3.1 63 
20 3.0 38 5.o 58 
80 12.2 87 11.4 167 
40 6.1 49 6.4 89 
50 1.8 61 8.0 111 
56 8.5 64 8.3 120 
80 12.2 81 10.6 161 
65 9.9 85 11.1 150 
64 9.7 80 10.5 144 
30 4.6 5o 6.4 80 
8 1.2 16 2.1 24 
5 .6 5 .1 10 
14 2.1 2 .3 16 
657 100.0 764 100.0 1421 
Total 
12.00 12.12 12.00 




















The Ages of Stu:ients Enrolled in the Two Negro High Schools of Wilkinson 
County, Mississippi, 1955-56.- The data on the age distribution of stuients 
enrolled in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 
1955-56 are presented in Table 2, page 18. 
Boys.--The age distribution of boys in the two Negro high schools ranged 
from a low of 5 or .6 per .cent of the 19 year olds to a high of 80 or 12.2 
per cent for both the 10 arrl 14 year old boys with a mean age of 12.00 years 
arrl a median age of 12.37 years. 
Girls.- The age distribution of girls in the two Negro high schools 
ranged from a low of 2 or .3 per cent of those 20 years or over to a high 
of 87 or 11.4 per cent of those ten years old with a mean age of 12.12 
years, and a median age of 12.00 years. 
The total age distribution in the two Negro high schools ranged from 
a low of 10 or .7 per cent of those 19 years old to a high of 167 or 11.8 
per cent of those ten years old, with a mean age of 12.00 years and a 
median age of 12.45 years. 
The ~a-Grade Placement of Students in the Two High Schools of 
Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56.-- The data on the age-grade place-
ment of the students in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, 
Mississippi are presented in Table 3, page 20. 
The age-grade placement of students in the two Negro High schools 
ranged from a low of 62 or 4.4 per cent for students 16 to 20 years or over 
in the twelfth grade to a high of 188 or 13.0 per cent of those 13 to 17 
years in the 9th grade. The rank of the remaining grades were: Second, 
136 or 9.6 ranging in ages 6 to 7 years in the 1st grade, fhird, 97 or 
6.8 per cent ranging in ages 8 to 7 years in the 2nd grade, Fourth, 136 or 
9.6 ranging in ages 8 to 11 years enrolled in the 3rd grade, Fifth, 96 or 
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TABLE 3 
DISTRIWTIOI or THI .A.GI GRADI PLAOIIIOT 0 TUDINTS 
ENRO~D IN THI TIO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WI NSOB 
COUNTTl MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
..._ 
Grae 
1 2 3 5 6 7 g 9 10 11 12 Tetal 
Ace 
l'e. Pet. Be. Pc·t. Ie. Pct. le~ Pot. Be. Pct. lo. Pct. Be. -Pct. let. P1 Be~ Pct. ll'e. Pot. Be. Pct. Wo. Pct. We. Pct. 
6 120 88.2 120 8.4 
7 16 11.s 92 94.s 108 7.6 
g 5 5.2 58 42.6 63 4.4 
9 50 36.S 8 5.5 5s 4.1 
10 25 18.4 131 s9.7 9 9.4 2 1.7 167 11.8 
11 3 2.2 7 4.8 65 67.7 6 5.3 g b.8 89 6.3 
12 10 10.4 78 69 18 15.4 5 5. 111 7.s 
13 12 12.5 15 13.3 68 5s.2 7 8. 18 9.6 120 s.5 
llf. 6 5.3 12 10.2 49 59. 85 ~.2 9 6.1 161 11.3 
15 5 4.4 7 6 14 16. 56 29.8 65 44.2 3 3 150 10.6 
16 3 2.7 2 1.7 8 9. 20 10.6 62 1'2.! 45 45 4 144 10.1 
17 9 4.8 11 7.5 28 28 32 516 so 5.6 
18 g 8 16 25.S 24 1.7 
19 6 6 4 6.5 10 .7 
20 10 · 10 6 9.7 16 er ever 1.1 
Tetal 136 9.6 . 97 6.8 136 9.6 146 10.3 96 &.s 113 _ 8.0 117 8.2 s3 5. 188. 13.2 147 10.4 100 7.0 ~ ~-4 142l 1.00_.o 
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67 per cent ranging in ages 13 to 10 years in the 5th grade, Sixth, 113 or 
8.0 per cent ranging in ages 11 to 16 years in the 6th grade, Seventh, 83 
or 5.8 per cent ranging in ages 12 to 16 years in the 8th grade, Eight, 188 
or 13.2 per cent ranging ages 13 to 17 tn the 9th grade, Ninth, 147 or 10.4 
per cent ranging in ages 14 to 16 years in the 10th grade, Tenth, 100 or 
7.0 per cent ranging in ages 15 to 20 years or over in the 11th grade, Eleva~ 
62 or 4.4 per cent ranging in ages 16 to 20 or over in the 12th grade. 
The Students in Average-Daily Attendance in the Two Negro High Schools 
of Wilkinson County, Mississippi , 1955-56.- Tre data on the distribution 
of students in average daily attendance in the two Negro high schools of 
Wilkinson Coynty, Mississippi, 1955-56 are presented in table 4, page 22. 
Boys.-- The distribution of the boys in average daily attendance ranged 
from a low of 546,or 90.2 per cent of attendance in March to a high of 608, 
or 94.4 per cent of attendance in September, with a mean distribution of 
574, and a median of 584.4. 
Girls • .,.- The distribution of the girls in average daily attendance 
ranged from a low of 625,or 90.5 per cent of attendance in March to a high 
of 718, or 92.5 per cent of attendance in September;with a mean of 672.S and 
a median of 681.3. 
The total distribution in average daily attendance ranged from a low 
of 1171, or 90,4 per cent of attendance in March to a high of 1326 or 93.3 
per cent of attendance in September,with a mean of distribution of 1246.75, 
and a median of 1271.10. 
There was a fluxation of increases an:i decreases in the boys attendance, 
which started with a high of 608 in September,,with a decrease in October, 
increase in November and decreases in December, January, February, March 
and an increase in April. The girl's enrollment and the total revealed a 













DISTRIBUTION OF THE STUDENTS IN AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE 
BY MONTHS IN THE TWO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
I?oys Girls Total 























































Reasons Given by Students for Non-Attendance in the Two High 
Schools of Wilkins County, Mississippi, 1955-56.-- The data on the reasons 
given for non-attendance in the two high schools of Wilkinson County, 
Mississippi, 1955-56 are presented in Table 5, page 23. 
22 
Boys.-- The distribution of reasons for non-attendance for boys ranged 
8 from a low of 4, or o.6 per cent for A (Poverty) to a high of 308, or 48.4 
ili per cent for A (Work at home). 
TABLE 5 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE REASONS OF STUDENTS FOR 
NON-ATTENDANCE IN THE TWO NEGRO HIGH 
SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
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Reasons Boys Girls Total 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per C~nt 
* 1 A 308 48.4 263 35. 7 571 41.55 
A2 42 6.6 34 4.6 76 5.48 
A3 169 26.5 315 42.8 484 35.24 
A4 30 4.7 49 6.7 1f) 5.77 
A5 20 3.2 9 1.2 29 2.15 
A7 18 2.8 24 3.3 42 3.05 
A.8 4 .6 6 .8 10 • 73 
A9 20 3.1 6 .8 26 1.84 
Al2 26 4.1 30 4.1 56 4.18 
Tot.al 637 100.0 736 100.0 1373 100.0 y 
* See Code in Appendix 
Girls.- The distribution of reasons for non-attendance for girls in 
the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 6, or .8 of one per cent for 
A9 (Indifference and neglect by parent) and ! 8 (Poverty) to a high of 315, 
or 42.8 per cent A.3 (Sickness of Child). 
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The total distribution of reasons given for non-attendance in the two 
Negro high schools ranged from a low of 10, or .73 per cent for AS (Poverty) 
to a high of 571, or 41.55 per cent for A1' (Work at home). 
The persistent pattern for reasons given for non-attendance by both boys 
and girls revealed that At (Work at home) and A.3 (Sickness of child) were 
most often mentioned. 
Reasons by Grades for Non-Attendance in the Two Negro High Schools of 
Wilkinson County, Mississi£Pi1 1955-56.-- The data on the reasons given for 
non-attendance, by grade, in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, 
Mississippi, 1955-56 are presented in Table 6, page 25. 
The distribution of reasons according to grades ranged from a low of 1, 
or .7 per cent for A8 (Poverty) of the reasons given by the first grade class 
to a high of 123, or 65.4 per cent for~- (Work at Home) by the ninth grade 
class. 
The data further reveal that the first and second grade classes did not 
list A1 (Work at home) nor A2 (Work for others) as reasons for non-attendance. 
Howe~er, the first grade class showed a high of 53, or 39 per cent for A3 
(Sickness of the child) and the second 60, or 62 per cent for A3 (Sickness 
of the child). 
The total distribution of reasons given for non-attendance according 
to grades ranged from a low of 10, or .7 of one per cent for A8 (Poverty) 
to a high of 571, or 41.6 per cent for A1 (Work at home). 
The consistent pattern as revealed by the data is that A1 (Work at home1 
and A3 {Sickness of cbild)we:J'lil mentioned most often as reasons for non-
attendance by most of the classes. 
Reasons for Non-Attendance by Age in the Two Negro High School of 
Wilkinson County, Mississiwi 1 1955-56.- The data on the reasons for non-
1 8 3\ 
J:Ceaaena Be. Pct. ••• Pct. Ne. Pct. 
•.ll 112 33.3 
.l2 
JI) 
53 39 60 62 66 52.4 
A4 39 29 10 10.3 5 4.o 
.l5 4.1 
.1 29 21 9 9.2 
.lg 1 .7 3 3.1 
.l9 4 4.1 3 2.4 
.12 14 10.3 7 7.2 10 7.9 
'fetal 136 9.9 97 7.1 126 9.2 
• See Oede in .lppendix 
DISTRIBUTION OF RliSOtiS FCli NON-.lTTENDANCJI OF STUDIN'l'S :BY GRAIIIS 
IN THI! TIO NEGRO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSCIJ 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
IJro&dea 
4 ~ 6 7 g 9 I <! \- ' • 
10 
• •• Pct. ••• Pct • ••• Pct. ••• Pct • • •• Pet • ••• Pct. Ne. Pct. 
50 36.2 36 37.5 50 47.6 53 45.3 39 56.5 123 65.4 75 51 
9 9.4 24 20.5 21 11.2 19 12.9 
65 47 i.1 142.7 39 37.1 29 24.S 16 23.2 44 23.4 39 26.5 
6 4.3 5 7.3 1 4.8 
3 3.1 15 14.3 5 4.3 2 2.9 
1 l 
3 2.2 3 3.1 6 5.1 7 10.1 
14 10.2 4 4.2 7 4.8 
13s 10.1· 96 7.0 105 11 117 8.5 69 5.0 188 13.6 14 7 10. 7 
25 
11 12 Tetal 
J 
Ne. Pet. Ne. Pct. • •• Pet. 
62 64.6 41 70.7 571 >u.6 
3 3.1 76 5.5 
22 22.9 10 17.2 484 15.2 
5 5.2 2 3.5 79 5.s 
29 2.1 
3 3.1 1 1.7 42 3.1 
1 1.1 4 6.9 10 .7 
26 1.9 
56 4.1 
96 7.0 5s 4.2 1373 100.0 
6 . 1 a 9_ 19 
TilLJl 7 
DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS FOB NON-ATTENDANCJI OF 
STUDENTS ACCORDmG TO .A.GE IN TBS TIO 
NIGRO HIGH SCHOOLS OJ' WILKillSON 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
A&e 
l;I. 1.2 13 1_4 15 
26 
l~- 17 16 19 /o~r T1tt~l 
Reaeens ••·Pct.Ne. Pet. Be. Pet. le. Pet. •••Pct. Be.Pct. Be.Pot. Ne. Pct.••• Pct. Bo. Pet.••· Pct. Bo. Pct. Bo. Pct.••· Pet.••· Pct.Bo. Pe-. 
Al 20 31.s 27 lt6.6 49· 29.3 57 66.3 59 55.1 67 55.8 74 45.9 71 47.3 85 59 20 26. 7 16 66.6 10 100 16 100 571 41.6 
• 2 
~ 10 9 4 4.6 4 3.4 g 5 5 3.4 15 10.*5 33.14- 76 5.5 
i3 25 25.5 15 15.s 3s 60.3 21 36.2 93 55.7 25 29.1 48 44.9 25 20.8 68 42.2 70 46.7 40 2-,.S g 10.6 8 33 .14. 484 55.2 
A4 6 6.4 5 7.9 6 10.3 10 6 24 20 g 5 20 26.6 79 5.1 
A5 12 12.3 17 18.1 29 2.1 
A7 11 11.3 20 21.3 2 3.5 2 1.3 3 2 2 1.4 2 2.7 42 3.1 
Ag 6 6.1 4 4.3 10 .7 
J..9 114- 1.4 12 12.9 26 1.7 
A12. 30 30.6 20 21.2 2 3.4 1 .6 l .6 2 1.4 56 4.1 
Tetal 98 7.1 9lf. •• 8 63 4.6 - 4.2 167 12.2 86 6.3 107 7.8 120 8.7 16111.7 150 10.9 144 10.5 75 5.5 24 1.8 10 .7 16 1.2 1373 100.0 
• See Code in Appendix 
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attendance according to age in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson 
County, Mississippi are presented in Table 7, page 26. 
The reasons as given, by ages, for non-attendance in the two Negro high 
schools ranged from a low of 1, or.6 per cent for A12 (Others) by those 
students lh, and 15 years old to a high of 74, or 45 .9 per cent for A1(Work 
at home) by those students 14 years old. 
The total number of reasons for non-attendance, by ages, ranged from 
a low of 24, or 1.8 per cent by students 18 years old to a high of 167, or 
12.2 per cent by those 10 years old. 
The consistent pattern of reasons given, by ages, for non-attendance 
in the two Negro high schools seems to indicate that A
1 
(Work at home) and 
A.
3 
(Sickness of child) were mentioned most often by students in most of the 
age brackets. 
The Size of Families with Regular and Irregular Attendance Students in 
the Two Negro High Schools of Wilkinson Cormty1 Mississim,1 1 1955-56 • ._ The 
data on the number of children in the families of the irregular and regular 
attendance students of the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, 
Mississippi, 1955-56 are presented in Table 8, page 28. 
Irregular Attenders.-- The number of children in the families of the 
irregular attendance students enrolled in the two Negro high schools ranged 
from a low of 60, or 7.2 per cent in families of seven children to a high 
of 210, or 25.1 per cent in families of eight, or more children. The rank 
of the remaining family-sizes were: Second, 20, or 23.9 per cent in 
families of one child, Third, 86, or 10.2 per cent in families of 3 children, 
Fourth, 75, or 8.9 per cent in families of 5 children, Fifth, 12, or 8.6 per 
cent in families of 6 children, Sixth, 69,or 8.2 per cent in families of 4 
children, and Seventh, 66, or 7.9 per cent in families of 2 children. 
TABLE 8 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SIZE OF FAMILIES WITH REGUIA.R AND 
IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE STUDENTS IN THE TWO NEGRO 
HIGH .SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Number in Irregular Regular Total Family Attenders Attenders - ' 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent ,Number 
1 Child 200 23.9 117 20.1 317 
2 Children 66 1.9 43 7.4 109 
3 Children 86 10.2 51 8.7 137 
4 Children $9 8.2 51 8.7 120 
5 Children 75 8.9 66 11.3 141 
6 Children 72 8.6 68 11.7 140 
7 Children 60 7.2 60 10.3 120 
8 Children 
or over 210 25.1 127 21.8 337 
y 












Regular Atteuders.-- The number of children in families of the regular 
attendance students enrolled in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low 
of 43, or 7.4 per cent in families of 2 children to a high 127, or 21,8 per 
cent in families of 8, or more children. The rank of the remaining family-
sizes were: second, 117, or 20.1 per cent in families with one child, third, 
68, or 11.7 per cent in families of 6 children, fourth, 66, or 11.3 per cent 
in families of 5 children, fifth, 60, or 10.3 per cent in families of 7 children 
~nd, ... sixth, 51, or 8.7 per cent iiri families of 3, and 4 children,respectively. 
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The total number of children in the families of regular and irregular 
attendance students enrolled in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low 
of 109, or 7.7 per cent in families of 2 children to a high of 337, or 23.7 
per cent in families of 8, or more children. The rank of the remaining family-
sizes were: second, 317, or 22.3 per cent in families with one child, third, 
141, or 9.9 per cent in families with 5 children, fourth, 140, or 9.9 per cent 
in families of 6 children, fifth, 137, or 9.6 per cent in families of 3 children, 
and sixth, 120, or 8.4 per cent in families of 4, and 7 children respectively. 
Occupation of the Parents of Regular and Irregular Attendance Students 
in the Two Negro High Schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi 1 1955-56.- The 
data on the occupation of parents with children in irregular and regular 
attendance in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 
1955-56 are presented in Table 9, page JO. 
Irregular Attenders.- The occupation of parents with children who are 
irregular and regular in attendance in the two Negro high school of Wilkinson 
County ranged from a low of 5 or 9.7 per cent in families with teaching occupa-
tion to a high of 338, or 43.9 per cent in families with farming occupation. 
The rank of the remaining family occupations were: second, 144 or 18.6 per cent 
with families as laborers, third, 108 or 14 per cent with families as sawmill 
workers, fifth, 40 or 5.2 per cent with families as porters, and sixth, 6 or 
0.8 per cent with families as proprietors,ao~ employed respectively. 
Regular Attenders.-- The occupation of parents with children regular 
in attendance in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low 2 or 0.3 per 
cent in families unemployed to a high of 360 or 55.4 per cent in families 
with farming occupation. The rank of the remaining family occupations were: 
second, 75 or 11.5 per cent with families as sawmill workers, third, 71 or 
10.9 per cent with families as laborers, fourth, 46 or 7.1 per cent with 
TABLE 9 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE OCCUPATION PARENTS OF THE STUDENTS 
IN REGULAR AND IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE IN THE TWO 
NEGRO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Occupations Irregular Regular Total kt.tenders rAttenders 
Number:· Per Cent Number Per Cent Number 
Business 0 0 0 0 0 
Domestic 
Servant 108 14 46 1.1 154 
Farming 338 43.9 360 55.4 698 
Laborer 11.ih 18.6 71 10.9 215 
Porter 40 5.2 24 3.7 64 
Proprietor 6 .8 20 3 . 1 26 
Sawmill 
Worker 85 11 75 11.5 160 
Teacher 5 17 1 1.1 12 
Unemployed 6 .8 2 .3 8 
Others 39 5.o 45 6.9 84 













families as domestic servants, fifth, 45 or 6.9 per cent with families as 
others, sixth, 24 or 3.7 per cent with families as porters, seventh, 20 or 
3.1 per cent with fami+ies as teachers. 
The total number of family occupations with regular and irregular 
attendance students in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 8 
30 
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or 0.5 per cent with unemployed families to a high of 698 or 49.1 per cent 
with familiea as laborers, third, 160 or 11.3 per cent with families as 
sawmill workers, fourth, 154 or 10.8 per cent with families as domestic 
servants, fifth, 84 or 5.9 per cent with families as others, sixth, 64 or 
4.5 per cent with families as porter, seventh, 12 or 0.9 per cent with 
families as teachers, and eight, 8 or o.5 per cent with families unemployed. 
Salary Range of Parents with Regular and Irregular Attendance Students 
in the Two . Negro High Schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56.-
The data on the salary range of parents with regular and irregular attendance 
students in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County are presented in 
Table 10, page 32. 
Irregular Attenders.-- The salary of families with irregular attendance 
student.s enrolled in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 8 or 
1.1 per cent with families making $65-74 weekly salary to a high of 384 or 50.0 
per cent making $15-24 weekly salary, with a mean of $26.84, and a median 
of $24.50. The rank of the remaining family salaries were: second 242 or 31.5 
per cent with weekly salary of $25-34, third, 97 or 12.6 per cent with weekly 
salary of $35-44, fourth, 25 or 3.2 per cent with weekly salary of $45.54, 
and fifth, 12 or 1.6 per cent with weekly salary of $55-64. 
Regular Attenders.- The salary of families with regular attending students 
enrolled in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 6 or 0.9 of one 
per cent with families making $75-84 weekly salary to a high of 295 or 45.7 
per cent with families making $15~24 weekly salary, with a mean weekly 
salary of $36.04 and a median weekly salary of $26.50. The rank of the 
remaining family salaries were: second, 144 or 22.3 per cent with weekly 
salaries of $25.34, third, U?l or 18.8 per cent with weekly salaries of 















DISTRIBUTION OF THE SALARY RANGE OF PARENTS WITH STUDENTS 
IN REGULAR AND IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE IN THE TWO 
NEGRO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Irregular Regular 
Attenders Attenders Total 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
384 5o.o 295 45-7 679 48.o 
242 31.5 144 22.3 386 27.3 
97 12.6 121 18.8 218 15.5 
25 3.2 49 7.6 74 5.3 
12 1.6 18 2.8 30 2.1 
8 1.1 12 1.9 20 1.4 
6 .9 6 .4 
768 100.0 645 100.0 1413 100.0 
$26.84 $31.04 $28.70 
$24,50 $26 .so $31.60 
or 2.8 per cent with weekly salaries of $55~4, and sixth, 12 or 1.9 per 
cent with weekly salary of $65-74. 
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The total number of family salaries with regular and irregular attendance 
students in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 6 or o.4 of one 
per cent with weekly salaries of $75-84 to a high of 679 or 48.0 per cent with 
weekly salaries of $15-24, with a mean total of $28.70 and a median of $31.60. 
The rank of the remaining family salaries were: second, 386, or 27.3 
per cent with weekly salaries of $25-34, third, 218 or 15.5 per cent with 
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weekly salaries of $35-44, fourth, 74 or 5.3 per cent with weekly salaries of 
$45-54, fifth, 30 or 2.1 per cent with weekly salaries of $55-64, and sixth, 
20 or 1.4 per cent with weekly salaries of $65-74. 
E.d.ucational Status of Parents of the Regular and Irregular Attendance 
Students in the Two Negro High Schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-
56.- The data on the distribution of the educational status of parents of 
regular and irregular attendance students in the two Negro high schools are 
presented in Table 11, page 34. 
Irre~ar Attenders.- The educational status of parents with irregular 
attendance students enrolled in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low 
of 5 or 0.7 of one per cent parents having 11th and 12th grade education 
respectively, to a high of 198 or 21.8 per cent with parents having eighth 
grade education. The rank of the remaining family educational status were: 
second, 166 or 21.5 per cent with parents 6th grade ; third, 110 or 14.3 per 
cent with parents 4th grade, fourth, 109 or 14.1 per cent with parents 7th 
grade, fifth, 75 or 9 .7 per cent with parents 5th grade, sixth, 45 or 5.8 
per cent with parents 3rd grade, seventh, 31 or 4.o per cent with parents 2nd 
grade, eighth, 21 or 2.7 per cent with parents 10th grade, ninth, 20 or 2.6 
per cent with parents 9th grade, and tenth, 16 or 2.1 per cent with parents 
1st grade. 
Regular Attenders.-- The educational status of parents with regular 
attendance students enrolled in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson 
County,ranged from a lowof 2 or 0.3 per cent with parents 2nd year college 
to a high of 1a8 or 21.2 per cent with parents 6th grade. The rank of the 
remaining families' educational status were: second, 135 or 20.8 per cent 
with parents 8th grade; third, 91 or 14.o per cent with parents 7th grade, 
fourth, 89 or 13.7 per cent with parents 4th grade, fifth, 77 or 11.8 per cent 
TABLE 11 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF PARENTS OF THE 
REGULAR AND IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE SIDDENTS IN THE TWO 
NEGRO HIGH SCH001S OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Grade of Irregular Regular Total 
Parent Attenders Attenders 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
i 
First Grade 16 2.1 11 1.7 27 1.9 
Second Grade 31 4.o 17 2.6 48 3.4 
Third Grade 45 S.8 43 6.6 88 6.2 
Fourth Grade 110 14.3 89 13. 7 199 14.1 
Fifth Grade 75 9.7 77 11.8 152 10.7 
Sixth Grade 166 21.s 138 21.2 304 21.4 
Seventh Grade 109 14.1 91 14. o 200 14.o 
Eight Grade 168 21.8 135 20.8 303 21.3 
Ninth Grade 20 2.6 28 4.3 48 3 .. 4 
Tenth Grade- 21 2.7 3 • 5 24 1.7 
Eleventh Grade s .1 s .8 10 .7 




College 2 .3 4 .3 
Third Year 
College 4 .6 4 .3 
College 




Total 771 100.0 650 100.0 1421 100.0 
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with parents 5th grade, sixth, 43 or 6.6 per cent with parents 3rd grade, 
seventh, 28 or 4.3 per cent with parents 9th grade, eight, 17 or 2.6 p~r 
cent with parents 2nd grade, ninth, 11 or 1.7 per cent with parents 1st 
grade, tenth, 5 or o.8 per cent with parents 11th grade, eleventh, 4 or o.6 
per cent with parents 12th grade and 3 year college respectively, and. 
twelfth, a or 0.5 per cent with parents 11th grade and college graduates 
respectively. 
The total educational status of parents with students enrolled in the 
two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 3 or 0.2 per cent with parents 
college graduates, to a high of 304 or 21.4 per cent with parents 6th grade. 
The rank of the remaining educational of parents were: second, 303 or 21.3 
per cent with parents 8th grade, third, 20 or 14.0 per cent with parents 7th 
grade, fourth, 199 or 14.l per cent with parents 4th grade, fifth, 88 or 6.2 
per cent with parents 3rd grade, sixth, 48 or 3.4 per cent with parents 
2nd grade, an:l ninth,grade respectively, seventh, 27 or 1.9 per cent with 
parents 1st grade, eighth, 24 or 1.7 per cent with parents 10th grade, 
ninth, 10 or 0.7 per cent with parents 11th grade, tenth, 9 or o.6 per cent 
with parents 12th grade, and eleventh, 4 or 0.3 per cent with patents 2nd 
grade, arrl 3rd year college respectively. 
Domicilliary Status of Parents of the Irregular and Regular Attendance 
Students in the Two Negro High Schools of Wilkinson County, MississipP_i, 
1955-56.- The data on the domicilliary status of parents with regular and 
irregular attendance students in the two Negro high schools are presented 
in Table 12, page 36. 
Irregular Attenders.-- The comicilliary status of the parents of 
irregular attendance students in the two Negro high schools ranged from a 
low of 22 or 2.8 per cent with parents who are sharecroppers to a high of 3~, 
TABLE 13 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE DOMICILLIARY STATUS OF PARENTS OF THE 
REGULAR AND IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE STUDENTS IN THE 
TWO NEGRO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Irregular Regular Total Attenders Attenders 
Nwnber Per Cent Nurrer Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Buying Home 27 3.5 30 4.6 57 4 
Renting Home 3o6 39.7 149 22.9 455 32 
Own Farm 78 10.l 96 14.8 174 12.2 
Buying Farm 26 3.4 32 4.9 58 4.2 
Renting Farm 212 27.5 160 24.6 372 26.2 
Sharecropper 22 2.8 72 11.1 94 6.6 
Own Home 100 13.0 111 17.1 211 14.8 
Total 771 100.0 650 100.0 1421 100.0 
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or 39.7 per cent with families renting homea. The rank of domicilliary 
status of the remaining parents weres second, 212 or 27.5 per cent with 
families renting farms, third, 100 or lJ.O per cent with families owning 
homes, fourth, 78 or 10.l per cent wi th families 81filing farms, fifth, 27 
or 3.5 per cent with families buying homes, sixth, 26 or 3.4 per cent with 
families b¢ng farms . 
Regular Attenders.- The domicilliary status of parents of regular 
attendance students in the two Negro high school of Wilkinson County ranged 
from a low of 30 or h .. 6 per cent with families buying homes to a high of 
160 or 24.6 per cent with families renting farms. The rank of the re-
maining domieilliary status or parents were: aecoriq, 149 or 22.9 per cent 
with families owning homes, fourth, 96 or lh.8 per eent with families owning 
farms, fifth, 72 or 11.l per cent with families sharecrop:pera, and sixth, 
32 or 4.9 per cent with families buying farms. 
The total domicilliary status of parents of students in attendance in 
the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 57 o.r 4.0 per cent with 
families buying homes to a high of 455 or )2 • 0 per c-ent with families rent-
ing homes. The remaining rank of the domicilliary status of parents were: 
second, 372 or 26.2 per cent with families renting farms, third, 211 or 
14.8 per cent with families owning homes, fourth, 174 or 12.2 per cent 
with families owning fanns, fifth, 94 or 6.6 per cent with families share-
croppers, and sixth, 58 or 4.2 per cent with families buying farms.. 
2 Farming and Non-Farming Parents of Irregular and Regular Atten4ance 
Students in the Two Negro High Schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 
1955-56.- The data on the farming arm non-farming families with regular 
and irregular attendance students are present.ad in Table 13, page 38. 
Irregular Atteaiera.~ The farming and non-farming families or 
irregular attendance students in the two Negro high schools ra~ed from a 
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low of 338 or 43.9 of those with farming families to a high of 433 or 
56.l per cent of those with non-farming families. 
TABLE 13 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE FARMING AND NON-FARMING PARENTS OF 
THE IRREGULAR AND REGULAR ATTENDANCE STUDENTS IN 
THE TWO NEGRO HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 1955-56 
Irregular Regular Total Attenders Attenders 
~er Fer Cent ,Number ,Per Cent Number rer Cent 
Farnri.Qg _, 
Families 338 43.9 360 55.4 698 49.1 
Non-Farming 
Families 433 56.l 290 44.6 723 50.9 
Total 771 100.0 650 100.0 1421 100.0 
Regular Attenders.- The farming and non-farming families with regular 
attendance students in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 
290 or 44.6 per cent with non-farming families to a high of 360 or 55.4 
per cent with farming families. 
The total farming and non-farming families with students in regular 
and irregular attendance in the two Negro high school ranged from a low 
of 698 or 49.1 per cent with!"farming families to a high of 723 or 50.9 
per cent with non-farming families. 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Introductory Statement.-- How to encourage more young people to attend 
school with regularity through the elementary and high school grades is a 
problem which must be cooperatively worked out by the school, parents, and 
the community. 
This problem of absences in both urban and rural schools has been sub-
jected to considerable study. Yet, after many years of study teachers and 
school administrators still find its ugly "shadow" rising at the beginning 
of each school term to haunt them through the session. Therefore it is 
with deep concern that one considers the extent of the causes for irregulari-
ty in attendance in our schools today, and look forward to an ultimate solu-· 
tion. 
Statement of the Problem.-- The problem involved in this study was to 
ascertain the causes for irregular attendance as indicated by the students 
enrolled in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi 
for the school year 1955-56 for the purpose of offering recommendations and 
suggestions for reducing the number of absences in the two schools studied. 
Purpose of the Study.-- The major purpose of this study was to de-
termine the extent of student attendance in the two Negro high schools of 
_Wilkinson County, Mississippi for the school year, 1955-56. 
1. To determine the enrollment by sex, age and grade of the students 
enrolled in the two high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi 
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for the school tenn 1955-56. 
2. To determine the per cent of school attendance according to sex, 
age and grade of the students enrolled in the two Negro high 
schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56. 
3. To determine the average daily attendance of students enrolled in 
the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 
for the school term 1955-56. 
4. To determine the reasons given ror non-attendance in the two Negro 
high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56, according 
to sex, age and grade. 
5. To determine the extent to which size of family is associated with 
school attendance. 
6. To determine the extent to which socio-economic status of families 
is associated with school attendance. 
7. To determine the extent to which there is a difference in , the 
regularity of school attendance between students with farming and 
non-farming families. 
8. To formulate whatever signifi cant implications for educational 
theory and practice that may stem from this subject. 
Definition of Terms.-- The significant terms as used in this study are 
defined below: 
l. The term, "per cent of attendance," as used in this study refers 
to aggregate days attended divided by aggregate days enrolled in 
school.1 
l 
·- '., Walter S. Monroe, Encyclopedia of Educational Research {New York, 
1947), P• 916 • 
... 
2. The term, "average daily attendance," refers to aggregate days 
attended divided by the nwnber of days school was in session.1 
3. The term, "socio-economic status," as used in this study refers 
to the status of an individual in the community according to his 
social and economic achievement. 2 
4. The term, "regularity in attendance," as used in this study re-
fers to those students who have not been absent from school three 
days in succession, nor five days during any one month. 
5. The term, "irregularity in attendance," r efers to those students 
who have been absent from the school on three successive days or 
five days during any one month. 
Period of Study.-- This study was conducted in the two high schools 
of Wilkinson County, Mississippi during the 1955-56 school term. 
Docale of Study.-- this study was conducted in the two Negro high 
schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi just fifteen miles apart. One 
school, The Johnson High, is located in Woodville, Mississippi near the 
cen~r of the county. It has an enrollment of 804 students and teaching 
grade 1-12. The Finch Line ijigh School is located in Centreville, Mississippi. 
on the southeast boundary line of the county. It has an enrollment of 617, 
teaching grades 1-12. 
Method of Research.-- The Descriptive-Survey Method of research em-
ploying the techniques of the questionnaire, interview, official records 
of the two schools and those from the office of the County Superintendent 
of Education were used to collect the data necessary to this study. 
l 
Walter S. Monroe, Encyclopedia of Educational Research, p. 916. 
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Subjects.-- The subjects involved in this study were all the students, 
parents'of the students, and teachers employed in the two Negro high schools 
of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56. 
Materials.- The instruments used in collecting the necessary data per-
tinent to this research were as follows: 
1. A questionnaire specifically designed to collect data pertinent 
to the socio-economic background of the students and their parents 
and the reasons for non-attendance. 
2. Registers and commulative records of the teachers in the two high 
schools. 
3. Interview with teachers, parents who failed to respond to the 
questionnaires and wherever indicated by the needs of this study. 
4. Official records from the office of the County Superintendent of 
Education. 
Summary of Related Literature.-- A review of the literature pertinent 
to this thesis revealed that most of the authors who have studied the extent 
and aspect of student attendance have been concerned with the problem of 
preventing the causes of absenteeism. A summary of the literature follows: 
Englehart1 states that certain groups feel that they have the right to 
exploit the child for economic reasons, and other causes connected with the 
home. This, he states has been among the important and significant reasons 
for irregularity of school attendance. He further states that it is unsound 
to expect other than the unusual to develop his own live fully if he is re-
quired during childhood to leave school in order to support the family. 
1 




points out that frequently truancy rest within the school because 
teachers and administrators lose patience with the non-conforming student 
and prefer youth who readily adjust themselves to the daily routine of the 
school. Idiosyncrasies of students are not studied, neither is there any 
attempt made to adjust school procedures to the peculiar needs of certain 
students. 
Anderson et al2 look at school attendance from the side of the socio-
economic pattern and make the following statements: A number of studies 
have shown that the father's occupation is an extremely important factor in 
determining how long a boy or girl will attend school. Whether a child is 
born into the home of a proprietor, a store manager, a doctor, a coal miner, 
a waiter, or a factory worker determine to a large measure his chances of 
being in line on commencement day. These studies show convincingly that 
youth from the lower economic brackets do not have equal opportunity in 
attending high school. 
Count3 concluded that in a very large measure participation in the 
privileges of a secondary education is contingent on social and economic 
status. He enlarges by saying that data revealed that for every 1.4 child 
of a laborer in the senior class there were 17.4 children of the proprietor 
group. 
Schultz4 states that 26 states out of the 48 distributed funds so that 
attendance was taken into account. He estimated for Los Angles that an 
increase in one per cent in attendance would produce $150,000 additional 
1 
Henry J. Otto, EE• cit. 
2 
Vernon E. Anderson, et al, EE· cit. 
3 
George S. Count, op. cit., pp. 42-47. 
4 
J. Lem Schultz,~ cit. 
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state money for the city. When absences begin to mean a material reduction 
in school income, then local districts will do more about attendance. 
Reavis1 used the correlation technique to determine those factors which 
have the greatest influence upon school attendance in five rural counties 
of Pennsylvania. He examined more than fifty possible factors and con-
cluded that five are important: distance from school, progress of the pupil, 
academic standing of the child in school, types of teachers, and kind of 
community. When these are freed from their interrelations and dependence 
upon each other ••• children living farther from school attend fewer days. 
L 
2 Moehlam
2 states that in the study of membership and attendance on 
the problem of absences in urban and rural districts, illness of the students 
and the home account for 60 per cent of all absences. 
Lotz 3 reports from a committee of faculty members and deans at Michigan 
State Normal on the problem of student absences. The committee made the 
following conclusions: 
1. It is the responsibility of the students to attend class and 
to do work of college caliber. 
2. It is the responsibility of the instructors to do effective 
teaching. 
3. It is the responsibility of the administration to help make 
effective teaching possible and to enforc:e regulations. 
Summary of Findings.-- The basic findings which are drawn from the 
interpretation of data collected will be presented under the appropriate 
table captions in the paragraphs to follow: 
1 
G. H. Reavis, ,£E.cit., p. 69. 
2 
l. ·B. Moehlam, ~- 8it., p. 156 
3 
J. F. Lotz, ~• cit., pp. 291-5 
Enrollment in the Two Negro High Schools 
(Table 1) 
The data presented in Table l reveal that the total enrollment in the 
two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56 was 1421. 
There were 657 boys and 764 girls. The enrollment of the boys ranged from 
a low of 27 or 4.1 per cent in the twelfth grade to a high of 69 or 10.5 
per cent in the sixth grade with a mean enrollment of 54.75 and a median 
enrollment of 62.5. 
The enrollment of girls ranged from a low of 35 or 4.6 per cent in the 
twelfth grade to a high of 104 or 13.6 per cent in the ninth grade with a 
mean enrollment of 63.66 and a median enrollment of 68.oS. 
The total enrollment ranged from a low of 62 or 4.4 per cent in the 
twelfth grade to a high of 188 or 13.00 per cent in the ninth grade with a 
mean enrollment of 118.40 and a median enrollment of 131.o6. 
The Age of Students Enrolled in the Two 
Negro High Schools 
(Table 2) 
The data presented in Table 2 reveal that the age of boys enrolled in 
the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi ranged from a 
low of 5 or o.6 per cent of the 19 year old students to a high of 80 or 12 .2 
per cent of the students 10 and 14 years old with a mean age of 12.00 years 
and a median age of 12.37 years. 
The age of the girls ranged from a low of 2 or 0.3 per cent of those 
20 years old or over to a high of 87 or 11.4 per cent of those 10 years old 
with a mean age of 12.12 years and a median of 12.37 years. 
The total age enrollment in the two Negro high schools ranged from a 
low of 10 or 0.7 per cent of those students 19 years old to a high of 167 or 
11.8 per cent of those 10 years old with a mean age of 12.00 years and a 
median of 12.45 years. 
Age-Grade Placement 
(Table 3) 
The data presented in Table 3 reveal that the age-grade placement of 
students in the two Negro high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi 
ranged from a low of 62 or 4.4 per cent for students 16 to 20 years or over 
in the 12th grade class to a high of 188 or 13.0 per cent of those 13 to 
17 years old in the 9th grade . The rank of the remaining grades were: 
second, there were 136 or 9.6 per cent ranging in age 7 to 6 years in the 
1st grade class, third, there were 97 in the second grade or 6.8 per cent 
ranging in ages from 8 to 7 years; fourth, there were 136 or 9.6 per cent 
ranging in ages from 8 to 11 years enrolled in the 3rd grade, fifth, there 
were 96 or 6.7 per cent ranging· from 13 to 10 years enrolled in the 5th 
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grade, sixth, there were 113 or 8.0 per cent ranging in ages from 11 to 16 
years enrolled in the 6th grade, seventh, there were 83 or 5.8 per cent 
ranging in ages from 12 to 16 years enrolled in the 8th grade, eighth, 
there were 188 or 13.2 per cent ranging in ages from 13 to 17 enrolled in 
the 9th grade, ninth, there were 147 or 10.4 per cent ranging in ages from 
14 to 16 years enrolled in the 10th grade , tenth, there were 100 or 7 per 
cent ranging in ages from 15 to 20 or over enrolled in the 11th grade, 
eleventh, there were 62 or 4.4 per cent ranging in ages from 16 to 20 
years or over enrolled in the 12th grade. 
Students in Average Daily Attendance 
(Table 4) 
The data presented in Table 4 reveal that the boys in average daily 
atten::iance ranged from a low of 546 or 90.2 per cent in March to a high of 
608 or 94.4 per cent in September with a mean average daily attendance of 
574 and a median of 584.40. 
The girls in average daily attendance ranged from a low of 625 or 90.S 
per cent in March to a high of 718 or 92.5 per cent in September with a mean 
average daily attendance of 672.5 and a median of 681.a. 
The data further reveal that the total average daily attendance ranged 
from a low of 1171 or 90.4 per cent in March to a high of 1326 or 93.3 per 
cent in September with a mean average daily attendance of 1246.75 and a 
median of 1271.10. 
There was a fluxation of increases and decreases in the attendance of 
boys with a high of 608 in September, a decrease in October, and increase 
in November and remained steady decrease until the .month of April. The 
enrollment of girls and the total had a steady decrease for each month ex-
cept the last in which there was an increase. 
Reasons Given for Non-Attendance 
(Table 5) 
The data presented in Table 5 reveal that the reasons for non-attendance 
for boys in the two high schools of Wilkinson County, Mississippi ranged 
from a low of 4 or o.6 per cent for AB (poverty) to a high of 308 or 48.4 
per cent for Al (Work at home). The rank of the other reasons were: second, 
169 o2 26.5 per cent for A3 (Sickness of child), third, 42 or 6.6 per cent for A (Work for others), fourth, 30 or 4.7 per cent for A4 (Sickness at 
hgme), fifth, 26 or 4.1 for Al2 (Others), sixth, 20 or 3.2 per cent for 
A (Il\difference of parents or child) and A9 (In~ifference and neglect by 
parents), and seventh, 18 or 2.8 per cent for A (Bad weather , or roads). 
The reasons for non-attendance for girls ranged from a low of 6 or .8 
per cent for A9 (Indifference and neglect by parents to a high of 315 
or 42.8 per cent for A3 (Sickness of child). 1he remaining reasons ranked as follows: second, 263 or 35.7 per cent for A (Work at home) third, 49 
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or 6.7 per cent for A4 (Sickness at home), fourth, 34 or 4.6 for A2 (Work 
for others), fourth, 30 or 4.1 for Al2 (Others), fifth, 24 or 3 3 per cent 
for A7 (Bad ~eather, bad roads), sixth, 9 or 1.2 per cent for A~ (Indiffer-
ence by child;). 
The total rea~ons given for non-attendance ranged from a low of 10 or 
.73 per cent for A (Poverty) to a high of 571 or 41.55 per cent for Al (Work 
at home). 
There were 20 boys and girls who had perfect attendance in the two 
high schools. 
Reasons by Grades for Non-Attendance 
(Table 6) 
The data presented in Table 6 reveal that the reasons given for non-
attendance by grades 8n the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 1 or 0.7 per cent for A (Poverty) in the 1st grade to a high of 123 or 65.4 
per cent for A1 (Work at home) by the 9th grade. The rank of the remaining 
grades were: second, 75 or 51 per cent for Al (Work at home in the 10th 
grade, third, 66 or 52. 4 per cent for 13 (Sickness of child) by the 3rd 
grade, fourth, 65 or 47 per cent for A (Sickness of the child) by the 4th 
grade, fifth, 62 or 64.6 per cent for Al (Work at home) by the 11th grade, 
and sixth, 60 or 62 per cent for 13 (Sickness of the child) by the 2nd 
grade. These were some of the high ranking reasons given for non-attendance. 
u The data further reveal that the first and second grades did not list 
Al (Work at home), nor A2 (Work for others) as reasons for non-at tendance. 
The tgtal reasons for non-attendance ranged from a low of 10 or 0.7 per 
cent for A ( Poverty) to a high of 571 or 41.6 for Al {Work at home). 
There were 20 boys and 28 girls who had perfect attendance. 
Reasons for Non-Attendance by Age 
{Table 7) 
The data presented in Table 7 reveal that the reasons given for non-
attendance by age in the two Negro hilh schools of Wilkinson Coutj.ty ranged 
from a low of 1 or o.6 per cent for A 2 ( Others) by those students 14 and 
15 years old to a high of 74 or 45.9 per cent for A1 (Work at home) by 
students 14 years old. The rank of the remaining ages were: second, 71 
or 47.3 per cent for Al (Work at home) by students 15 years old, third, 70 
or 46.gBper.,,.cent for A3 (Sickness of child) by students 15 years old, fourth, 
74 or 45.9 per cent for 41 (Work at home) for students 14 years old, fifth, 
68 or 42.2 per cent for A3 (Sickness of child) for students 14 years old, 
sixth, 67 or 55.8 per cent for 41 (work at home) for students 13 years old, 
seventh, 59· or 55.1 per cent for A {Work at home') for students 12 years 
and eighth, 57 or 66.J per cent for A1 (Work at home) for those students 11 
years old. These were some of the high ranking reasons given for non-
attendance. 
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The consistent pattern of reasons given by ages for non-attendance in 
t~e two Negro high schools seem to indicate that Al (Work at home) and 
A (Sickness of child) were mentioned most often by students of all age 
brackets. There were 20 boys and 28 girls who had perfect attendance. 
Size of Families 
(Table 8) 
Irregular Attendance Students.-- The data presented in Table 8 reveal 
that the number of children in the families M' the irregular attendance 
students enrolled in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 60 
or 7.2 per cent in families of seven children to a high of 210 or 25.1 
per cent in families of eight or more children. The rank of the remaining 
family sizes were: second, 20 or 23.9 per cent in families of one child, 
third, 86 or 10.2 per cent in families of 3 children, fourth, 75 or 8.9 
per cent in families of 5 children, fifth, 72 or 8.6 per cent in families 
of 6 children, sixth, 69 or 8.2 per cent in families of 4 children, and 
seventh, 66 or 7.9 per cent in families of 2 children. 
Regular Attendance Students.- The data further reveal that the 
number of children in families of regular attendance students enrolled in 
the two high schools ranged from a low of 43 or 7.4 per cent in families 
of 2 children to a high of 127 or 21.8 per cent in families of 8 or more 
children. The rank of the remaining family sizes were: second, 117 or 
20.l per cent in families of one child, third, 68 or 11.7 per cent in 
families of 6 children, fourth, 66 or 11.3 per cent in families of 5 children, 
fifth, 60 or 10.3 per cent in families of 7 children, and sixth, 51 or 8.7 
per cent in families of 3 and 4 children, respectively. 
Total.-- The total number of children in the families of regular 
and irregular attendance students enrolled in the two Negro high schools 
ranged from a low of 109 or 7.7 per cent in families of 2 children to a 
high 337 or 23.7 per cent in families of 8 or more children. The rank of 
the remaining family sizes were: second, 317 or 22.3 per cent in families 
of one child, third, 141 or 9.9 per cent in families of S children, fourth, 
140 or 9.9 per cent in families of 6 children, fifth, 137 or 9.6 per cent 
in families of 3 children, and sixth, 120 or 8.4 per cent in families of 
4 children and 7 children, respectively. 
Occupation of Parents 
(Table 9) 
Irregular Attendance Students.-- The data presented in Table 9 reveal 
that the occupation of parents of irregular attendance students in the 
two high schools ranged from a low of Sor 0.7 per cent in families whose 
occupation is teaching to a high of 338 or 43.9 per cent in families whose 
occupation is farming. The rank of the remaining family occupations were: 
second, 144 or 18.6 per cent in families whose occupation is laborers, 
third, 108 or 14 per cent in families whose occupation is domestic servants, 
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foubth, 85 or 0.11 per cent in families who occupation is sawmill workers, 
fifth, 40 or 5.2 per cent in families whose occupation is por ters and 
sixth, 6 or 0.8 per cent in families whose occupation is propriet~rs and 
unemployed, respectively . 
Regular Attendance Students.-- The data presented in Table 9 also re-
veal that the occupation of parents of regular attendance students in the 
two high schools ranged from a low of 2 or 0.3 per cent in families un-
employed to a high of 360 or 55.4 per cent in families whose occupation 
is farming. The rank of the remaining family occupations were: 75 or 11.~ 
per cent in families whose occupation is sawmill workers, third, 71 or 10.9 
per cent in fami lies whose occupation is laborers, fourth, 46 or 7.1 per 
cent in families whose occupation is domestic servants, fifth, 45 or 6.9 
per cent in families whose occupation is other, sixth, 24 or 3.7 per cent 
in families whose occupation is porters, seventh, 20 or 3.1 per cent in 
families whose occupation is proprietors, and eighth, 7 or 1.1 per cent 
in families whose occupation is teaching. 
Total.-- The total mmiber of family occupations of regular and irregu-
lar attendance students in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low 
of 8 or 0.5 per cent in families who are unempl&yed to a high of 698 or 49.1 
per cent in families whose occupation is farming. The rank of the remain-
ing family occupation were: second, 215 or 15.1 per cent in families whose 
occupation is laborers, third, 160 or 11.3 per cent in famili es whose occu-
pation is sawmill workers, fourth, 154 or 10.8 per cent in families whose 
occupation is domestic servants, fifth, 84 or 5.9 per cent in families 
whose occupation is others, sixth, 64 or 4.5 per cent in families whose 
occupation is porters, seventh, 12 or 0.9 per cent in families whose occupa-
tion is teachers, and ei ghth, 8 or 0.5 per cent in families who are unemployed. 
Salary Range 
(Table 10} 
Irregular Attendance Students.-- The data presented in Table 10 reveal 
that the weekly salary range of parents of irregular attendance students 
in the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 8 or 1.1 per cent in 
families making $65-74 weekly salary to a high of 384 or 50 per cent in 
families making $15-24 weekly salary, with a mean weekly salary of $26.84 
and a median of$24.50. The rank of the remaining family salaries were: 
second, 242 or 31.5 per cent in families making $25.34 weekly salacy, third, 
97 or 12.6 per cent in families making $35-44 weekly salary, fourth 25 or 
3.2 per cent in families making $45-54 weekly salary, fifth, 12 or 1.6 per 
cent in families making $55-64 weekly salary. 
Regular Attendance Students.-- The data also reveal that the weekly 
salary of families of students in regular attendance ranged from a low of 
6 or 0.9 per cent in families making $74-84 weekly salary to a high of 
295 or 45.7 per cent in families making $15-24 weekly salary, with a mean 
weekly salary of $36.04 and a median weekly salary of $26.50. Tlie rank of re-
maining family salaries were: second, 144 or 22.3 per cent iri families 
....making $25.34 weekly salary, third 121 or 18.8 per cent in families making 
$35-44 weekly salary, f ourth, 49 or 7.6 per cent in families making 
$45--54 weekly salary, f:tfth, 18 or 2.8 per cent in families making $55-64 
weekly salary, and sixth, 12 or 1.9 per cent in families making $65-74 
weekly salary. 
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Total.-- The total nw;jber of family salaries of regular and irregular 
attendance students ranged from a low of 6 or o.4 per cent in families 
making $75-84 weekly salary to a high of 679 or 48.0 per cent in families 
making $15-24 weekly salary, with a mean weekly salary of $28.70 and a 
median total weekly salary $31.60. The rank of the remaining family 
salaries were: second, 386 or 27.3 per cent in families making $25-34 
weekly salary, third, 218 or 15.5 per cent in families making$35-44 weekly 
salary, fourth, 74 or 5.3 per cent in families making $45-54 weekly salary, 
fifth, 30 or 2.1 per cent in families making $55-64 weekly salary, sixth, 
20 or 1.4 per cent in families making $65-74 1weekly salary. 
Educational Status of Parents 
(Table 11) 
Irregular Attendance Students.-- The data presented in Table 11 reveal 
that the educational status of parents of irregular attendance students in 
the two high schools of Wilkinson County ranged from a low of 5 or 0.7 per 
cent of students of parents with 11th and 12th grade education to a high 
of 198 or 21.8 per cent of students of parents with 8th grade education. 
The rank of the remaining family educational status "were: second, 166 or 
21.5 per cent of stu:ients of parents with 6th grade education, third, llO 
or 14.3 per cent of students of parents with 4th grade education, fourth, 
109 or 14.l per cent of students of parents with 7th grade education, fifth, 
75 or 9.7 per cent of students of parents with 5th grade education, sixth, 
45 or 5.8 per cent of students of parents with 3rd grade education, 
seventh, 31 or 4.0 per cent of students of parents with 2nd grade education, 
eighth, 21 or 2.7 per cent of students of parents with 9th grade education, 
and tenth, 16 or 2.1 per cent of students of parents with 1st grade education. 
Regular Attendance Students.-- The data further reveal that the educa-
tional status of parents of regular attendance students in the two high 
schools ranged from a low of 2 or 0.3 per cent of students of parents with 
2 years college to a high of 138 or 21.2 per cent of students of parents 
with 6th grade education. The rank of the remaining educational status of 
parents were: second, 135 or 20.8 per cent of students of parents with 8th 
grade education, third, 91 or 14.0 per cent of students of parents with 7th 
grade education, fourth, 89 or 13.7 per cent of students of parents with 
4th grade ed.ueation, fifth, 77 or 11.8 per cent of students of parents with 
5th grade education, sixth, 43 or 6.6 percc~mt of students of parents with 
3rd grade education, seventh, 28 or 4.3 per cent of students of parents with 
9th grade education, eighth, 17 or 2.6 per cent of students of parents with 
2nd grade education, ninth, 11 or 1.7 per cent of students of parents .with 
11th grade education, eleventh, 4 or o.6 per cent of students of parents 
with 12th grade education, and 3 years college, and twelfth, 3 or 0.5 per 
cent of students of parents with 11th grade education, and college graduate, 
respectively. 
Total.-- The total educational status of parents of the regular arrl 
irregular attendance students in the two high schooJsof Wilkinson County 
ranged from a low of 3 or 0.2 per cent of students of parents with college 
degrees to a high of 304 or 21.4 per cent of students of parents with 6th 
grade education. The rank of the remaining educational status of parents 
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were: second, 303 or 21.3 per cent of students of parents with 8th grade 
education, third, 20 or 1.4.o per cent of students of parents with 7th grade 
education, fourth, 199 or 14.1 per cent of students of parents with 4th 
grade education, fifth, 88 or 6.2 per cent of students of parents with )rd 
grade education, sixth, 48 or J.4 per cent of students of parents with 2nd 
grade education, and ninth :- grade respectively, seventh, 27 or 1.9 per cent 
of students of parents with 1st grade education, eighth, 24 or 1.7 per cent 
of students of parents with 10th grade education, ninth, 10 or 0.7 per cent 
of students of parents with 11th grade education, tenth, 9 or o.6 per cent 
of students of parents with 12th grade education, and eleventh, 4 or O.) 
per cent of students of parents with 2nd grade and 3 years college education. 
Domicilliary Status of Parents 
(Table 12) 
Irregular Attendance Students.-- The data presented in Table 12 reveal 
that the domicilliary status of parents of irregular attendance stu:lents in 
the two Negro high schools ranged from a low of 22 or 2.8 per cent of 
students with parents who are sharecroppers to a high of 3o6 or 39.7 per 
cent of students with parents renting homes. The rank of the domieilliary 
status of the remaining parents were: second, 212 or 27.5 per cent of 
students with families renting farms, third, 100 or 13.0 per cent of students 
with families owning homes, fourth, 78 or 10.l per cent of students with 
families owning farms, fifth, 27 or 3.5 per cent of students with families 
buying homes, sixth, 26 or 3.4 per cent of students with families buying 
farms. 
Regular Attendance Students.- The data also reveal that the domi-
cilliary status of parents of regular attendance students ranged from a low 
of 30 or 4.6 per cent of students with families buying homes to a high of 
160 or 24.6 per cent of students with families renting farms. The rank of 
the domicilliary status of the remaining parents were: second, 149 or 22.9 
per cent of students of families renting homes, third, 111 or 17.1 per cent 
of students of families owning homes, fourth, 96 or 14.8 per cent of students 
of families owning farms, fifth, 72 or 11.1 per cent of students of families 
who are sharecroppers, and sixth, 32 or 4.9 per cent of students of families 
buying farms. 
Total.-- The total domicilliary status of parents of students in 
attendance at the two high schools ranged from a low of 57 or 4.0 per cent 
of students of families buying homes to a high of 455 or 32.0 per cent of 
students of families renting homes. The rank of the domicilliary status 
of the remaining parents were: second, 372 or 26.2 per cent of students 
of families renting farms, third, 211 or 14.8 per cent of students of 
families owning homes, fourth, 174 or 12.2 per cent of students of families 
owning farms, fifth, 94 or 6.6 per cent of students of families who are 
sharecroppers, and sixth, 58 or 4.2 per cent of students of parents buying 
farms. 
Farming and Non-Farming Parents 
(Table 13) 
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Regular and Irregular Attendance Students.-- The data presented in 
Table 13 reveal that the farming status of parents of the irregular 
attendance students were 338 or 23.8 per cent and 433 or 30.0 per cent 
had farming and non-farming families respectively. The data further re-
~eal that the farming status of parents of the regular attendance stulents 
was 360 or 55.4 per cent and 290 or 44.6 per cent had farming and non-
farming families respectively. The total farming status of parents of 
irregular and regular attendance students was 698 or 49.l per cent and 723 
or 50.9 per cent had farming and non-farming families respectively. 
Conclusions.-- The analysis and interpretation of data on the regular 
and irregular attendance students in the two Negro high schools of 
Wilkinson County, Mississippi, 1955-56 would appear to justify the follow-
ing conclusions: 
1. The data seem to warrant the conclusion that in an agricultural 
region there is a large number of students who are irregular in 
attendance during the "harvesting and planting seasons," that is 
the months of October, January, February ani March. 
2. It would appear that work, as a reason for non-attendance, is 
stated more often by the boys than by the girls, and sickness, 
as a reason for non-attendance, is stated more often by girls 
than boys. 
3. The data would appear to warrant the conelusi on that the major 
or predominant reasons for non-atten:iance at school were work and 
sickness for the boys and girls, respectively. 
4. The data definitely points to the fact that there is a marked 
similarity in the reasons for irregular school attendance between 
the group of irregular and the group of regular attending students. 
5. The data :would appear to warrant the conclusion that there was 
difference in the educational index of the parents of the re-
gular and non-regular attending pupils. Hence, the educational 
index of the parents did not appear to be a factor to be con-
sidered in the reasons for the level of school attendance. 
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6. According to the data, it would appear that socio-economic status 
of farmers and laborers tends to be associated 'lid.th larger per 
cents of school absences than is the case in other groups in the 
community. 
7. The data definitely indicated that the parents with the lowest 
income have the largest number of children in irregular attendance 
at school. 
8. The data would appear to warrant the conclusion the non-farming 
families keep their children out of school with a greater degree 
of regularity than do the farming families. : 
Implications.-- The interpretation of the data would appear to justify 
the implications which follow: 
l. The interpretation of the data of this research serves to point 
to the implication that there is serious need for the state and 
local school administrators of the state of Mississippi to 
accept the basic principle that economic stresses and strains are 
not justifiable reasons for keeping children and youth out of 
school. 
2. There is an apparent need for providing opportunities for "after 
school" employment for those students whose economic status de-
mand that they help to supplement the family budget during their 
careers. 
J. There is an apparent need for a program of adult education through 
which to raise the cultural level of the parents of the children 
and youth of Wilkinson County, Mississippi, as indicated by the 
low educational index of the parents of these ~tudents. 
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Recommendations.-- From this study, the writer has made the following 
recommendations as a partial solution to the problem of absences in school. 
l. It is recommended that more emphasis be placed upon practical use 
of health information through regular medical examination for every 
school child. 
2. It is recommended that the school cooperate with business and 
industry and arrange a curriculum to meet the needs of those who 
must work and attend school. 
3. It is recommended that a strong P. T. A. be maintained in connection 
with the high school which tends to bring the school arrl the home 
closer on problems of attendance and school discipline. 
4. It is recommerrled that a program of adult education be provided 
in order that parents be trained to better understand and 
appreciate the pro~lem of the school and i-ts offering. 
S. It is recommended that the school should seek the causes of non-
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CODE FCR ATTENDANCE RECORD 
.A1 - Work at home 
A2 - Work for others 
A3 - Sickness of child 
A4 - Sickness at home 
A' - Indifference on part of child 
.A7 - Bad weather and bad roads 
8 A - Poverty 
A9 - Indifference ani neglect by parents 
t 12- Others 
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QUF.sTIONNAIRE ON THE 1WO COLORED 
HIGH SCHOOLS OF WILKINSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
l. Name ____________________ Date ---------
2. Address ------------------------------
3. Check whether you are mother, father, or guardian of school child. 
Father -----Mother Guardi-an ____ _ 
4. Check the range wherein your •eekly salary falls. 
$15-$25( ) 
$55-465( ) 
$25-$35 ( ) 
$65-$75 { ) 
$35-$45 { ) 
$75-$85 ( ) 
$45-$55 { ) 
$85-$100 ( ) 
5. What was the highest level of education you reached in school? 
1st. grade ( ) 9th. grade ( ) 
2nd. grade ( ) 10th. grade { ) 
3rd. grade ( ) 11th. grade ( ) 
4th. grade ( ) 12th. grade { ) 
5th. grade { ) 
6th. grade ( ) First year college ( ) 
7th. grade { ) Second year college { ) 
8th. grade { ) Third year college ( ) 
College graduate ( ) 
Graduate Study for 
M.A. degree ( ) 
Degree - M.A. ( ) 
Doctorate ( ) 
6. Hopie and/or farm ownership. 
Own farm ( ) Own home ( ) Renting farm { ) Renting 
Buying home ( ) Buying farm ( ) Sharecropper ( ) 
7. What is your present oceupation?., . 
home ( ) 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
( ) Farming 
( ) Domestic Service 
( ) Laborer 
{ ) Business 
( ) Proprietor 






( ) Porter 
( ) Teacher 
( ) Sawmill worker 
{ ) others 
( ) Unemployed 
Total Number in family ___ _ 
Total Number in school __ _ 
( ) 
{ ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
